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Classic New England Charm, One of a Kind Character
For centuries, the Connecticut River
has defined the Pioneer Valley and
the gateway towns of Bernardston,
Gill and Northfield, nourishing farm
fields and forests and providing
business prospects for savvy
entrepreneurs. Today, it offers
residents and visitors alike a serene
escape from the hustle and bustle of
urban life, with plenty of opportunity
for business development among
those seeking a harmonious balance
between work and home.
These towns offer an array of
outdoor recreation activities that can
support businesses catering to
enthusiasts’ needs. There is a vitality
in the area due to the world-class
educational institutions in close
proximity, which is locally anchored
by the Northfield Mount Hermon
School, founded in 1879 by evangelist

D. L. Moody, and bolstered by the
recent relocation of the
Redemption Christian Academy to
Northfield from New York. This
sector supports teaching, scholarship,
and consulting services, while also
brings families from around the
world to the area every year.
Great schools, strong community
organizations, accessible local
government, and "right to farm"
status in these towns complement
the sense of history and commitment
to land and architectural
preservation. Appreciation for arts
and culture make this quiet country
life rich in texture. Farmers,
filmmakers, insurance agents,
mechanics, painters and teachers
living side by side help make the area

so special. Tim Bowen, owner of the
popular Northfield Creamie in
Northfield calls it "the diverse mix of
interesting people; it's what drew us
to start a business here."
Located at the heart of New England,
this area is well connected by major
highways, by rail, and by the web,
which makes this area especially
advantageous for today's
entrepreneur. We are minutes from
Vermont and New Hampshire, and
within a two-hour drive to major
metropolitan markets and
international airports. So if you are
looking for a place to settle and start
a business, stop by one of our town
halls or grab a coffee in one of our
local markets. Ask us why we came
here and why we think we've found
something special in the gateway
towns of the Pioneer Valley.
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REGIONAL PROFILE
Demographics
NY

VT

Population: 6,730 (2012)
Number of Households: 2,757 (2012)
Median Household Income Range: $46,776 to $67, 375 (2012)
Poverty Rate: 6.2 (well below county, state and national rates)
Unemployment Rate: 5.7% (2013)
Age Distribution:
17 and under……………….21%
18-24………….………........7%
25-44………………………21%
45-64………………………36%
65-74……………………… 8%
75 and over:……………..... 7%

NH

MA

CT

RI

Real Estate

I-91



In 2012 there were 76 single family home sales in the three
town area, with a median sales price of $169,000.



The Bernardston Village Center and Riverside Village Center
in Gill had a low vacancy rate of 4% in 2013 with space still
available for retail and commercial uses. The larger
Northfield Village Center had an 8% vacancy rate in 2013.



At the I-91 Exit 28 interchange two Priority Development
Sites are zoned for industrial commercial use and have a
streamlined local permitting process in place.
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TRAVEL TIMES
15 Minutes
Greenfield, MA
Brattleboro, VT
30 Minutes
Keene, NH
Amherst, MA
Northampton, MA

SPOTLIGHT ON:


45 Minutes
Interstate 90
Springfield, MA
1 Hour
Hartford, CT
North Adams, MA
2 Hours
Boston, MA
Albany, NY
Montpelier, VT
Manchester, NH

The Northfield Campus is a vacant campus with 7
academic buildings, 8 dormitories, administrative offices
and other features. The current owner, the National
Christian Foundation, seeks to gift this campus to an
institution to use in a manner that honors the legacy of
D.L. Moody. To learn more visit:
www.northfieldopportunity.org

Major Employers







Northfield Mount Hermon School
FM Kuzmeskus, Inc./Travel Kuz
Lane Construction Corp
First Light Power Resources/Northfield Mountain
Pioneer Valley Regional School District
Kringle Candle Company/The Farm Table Restaurant

BERNARDSTON I GILL I NORTHFIELD
Education


The area’s workforce of 3,766 people is relatively small, but these towns are within a half hour
commuting distance of a labor force of over 108,000 workers.



Highly educated workforce with 31% of the adult population with an Associate’s degree or
some college and 33% with a Bachelor’s degree or higher.



Approximately 20 colleges and universities are within an hour drive, including nearby
Greenfield Community College and the esteemed “Five Colleges.”



Public school system with excellent community elementary schools and a regional secondary
school with a graduation rate above state average.



The area is home to two independent schools. The Northfield Mount Hermon School enrolls
approximately 500 boarding and 150 day high school students, and has more than 340 faculty,
administrative and staff positions. In 2012, the Redemption Christian Academy opened a new
campus in Northfield that attracts both day and boarding students.

Transportation Resources


Highways: US Interstate 91 and State Routes 2, 5, 10, and 63



Scenic Byways and Bikeways: Mohawk Trail (Route 2), Connecticut River National Scenic
Byway (Route 63) and the Franklin County Bikeway.



Average Daily Traffic Volume: 25,000 vehicles per day on I-91 near Exit 28 in Bernardston;
10,900 vehicles per day on Route 2 at the Gill/Greenfield town line; over 8,000 vehicles per
day on Route 10 in Bernardston; and 7,700 vehicles per day on Main Street in Northfield.



Passenger Rail: In 2015, Amtrak service connecting New York City to Vermont will be just 15
minutes away in downtown Greenfield with additional trains planned in the next several years.



Air: Bradley International Airport is a little over an hour away near Hartford. An additional
three international airports, including Boston Logan (MA), Albany (NY), and Manchester (NH),
are all within a 2.5 hour drive.

Area Assets & Attractions


Small-town charm: Historic architecture, villages, landscapes; drive-in movie theater; antiques,
country stores, gift shops; restaurants, coffee shops, and soft-serve creamies.



Active agricultural community: plant nurseries, farm stands, farmers markets, CSAs, and farm
to table restaurants supported by one of the oldest buy local movements in the country.



Abundant outdoor recreation activities: boating, fishing and paddling, camping, hiking, and
cross country skiing, horse back riding and stables, road and mountain biking, and three golf
courses.



Arts and culture: hand-made arts and crafts (i.e. potters, painters, etc.), galleries, artist studio
tours, and a new professional summer theater opening in 2014.

SECTOR HIGHLIGHTS
R e t ail & C omme rci a l
There is strong community interest in accessing more shopping and developing locally-owned businesses
to serve residents, visitors and students. An estimated $23 million is spent annually by Northfield
residents alone on retail purchases and services, most of which is spent out of town (2014 Northfield
Master Plan). The families of the more than 500 Northfield Mount Hermon School boarding students
come to visit the area as well. Businesses that respect local character while serving both residents and
visitors have thrived, such as the popular Northfield Creamie, and the Centennial House Bed &
Breakfast, both recipients of the Yankee Magazine Editors Choice “Best in New England” Award.

Ou tdo o r R e crea ti on & Cul tu ra l Tou ri sm
With its accessible location, the area’s natural beauty and historic charm is within easy reach of visitors.
The Northfield Mountain Recreation Center maintains 26 miles of trails, boat launches, and a summer
riverboat cruise. The New England National Scenic Trail offers day- or through- hiking to Mount
Monadnock. A pedestrian and bicycle bridge spanning the Connecticut River is planned to attract more
visitors to the area. The area’s heritage tourism centers on the history of Native Americans and European
settlers, the story of evangelist D. L. Moody, and the villages’ well-preserved historic architecture.
Charming antique shops, restaurants, gift shops and galleries
celebrate the tradition of creating hand-made objects. Businesses
catering to visitors across these interest groups can find exciting
opportunities, especially for entrepreneurs with vision and a
commitment to cross-promotion.

Foo d & A g ri cul ture
Agriculture flourishes in the Valley’s rich soils and cropland, and in
the pastures and orchards of the highlands. In recent years, the
number of farms has increased in the county, demonstrating this
sector’s economic viability. Some farms operate farm-stands, have
added agri-tourism activities, and are creating value-added products
to more directly connect with customers. The region’s robust food system creates many opportunities
for restaurants to use fresh produce and local products, creating a true farm-to-table experience. And
there is interest to expand this food system further. Help is available for business planning, financing,
product development and more. Whether the goal is to reach markets near or far, there are a variety
of opportunities to join this vibrant agricultural economy.

In du st r y & Manu fa ct u rin g
The long tradition of industrial ingenuity continues in the region, which sustains a higher percentage of
jobs in manufacturing than the state or nation. Companies like Sisson Engineering in Northfield, which
provides precision machining services to the aerospace, medical, telecommunications and robotics
industries, have diversified and adapted to the changing manufacturing climate. The company was among
a collaboration of businesses, the technical high school, community college and employment board, to
establish the Middle Skills Manufacturing Training Initiative. The Kringle Candle Company, launched in
2009, has steadily grown to incorporate manufacturing, distribution, and retail sales in two locations in
Bernardston. The three towns offer land zoned for business and industrial uses, as well as expedited
permitting for manufacturing, renewable energy R&D, and large-scale solar generation facilities.

TESTIMONIALS
“We chose Bernardston for our 3rd restaurant because we just love the community that
surrounds the restaurant. We have done so much fundraising in all the towns in Franklin County
and always felt so supported in our efforts. We also helped start a school in Brattleboro Vermont
for children with Autism and were looking for a place close to the school where our students could
intern, Bernardston was the perfect spot!!” Craig White, Hillside Pizza
“We love it here. The sense of community is strong and vibrant, both from the patrons who come
through our doors and but also from the surrounding business community. There is a sense that
we are all looking out for each other in a supportive and nurturing environment. Honestly, we
wouldn't pick any other place to have our restaurant!" Laura Carboni & Chris Pietras, Gill
Tavern
"The beautiful landscape, strong support system, and opportunity for growth truly led us to find
our ideal community in the town of Northfield. As new owners, we look forward to the
relationships we'll gain throughout the valley as well as the visitors we'll meet from around the
world!" Shelby Snow, Northfield Golf Club
"While moving my life and business activities to New England some five years ago from South
Florida was hardly a self-originated impulse, actually quite a considerable amount of selectivity
went into our final choice of location. Affordability, lack of traffic compression, good access to all
of Western Mass and the corners of Vermont and New Hampshire, plus better than acceptable
internet connectivity have all proved their worth. Bringing modern financial service connections to
a rural environment does have plenty of challenges, and considerable rewards. Northfield does
work for me!" John MacDougall, John MacDougall & Associates
“Northfield has been supportive of me as a potter and it's just gotten more so over time. Since I
started having my Christmas Open House, I'll see 500 people over two weekends. It's a beautiful
place to be an artist because the town and surroundings are so inspirational. The views and things
I see all around me influence my work. All of that has enabled me to be a potter and own a
home. I'm thankful to the town and in turn I support the town.” Tom White, Tom White
Pottery
"Redemption Christian Academy came to Northfield because of the beautiful, traditional New
England landscape. The people of the community are welcoming, and the scenic Pioneer Valley
makes our educational institution an attraction to parents. In addition to being surrounded by the
prestigious colleges and universities of Massachusetts, Northfield's Right-to-Farm community was
the perfect fit for our Agricultural Engineering Program." Pastor John Massey, Redemption
Christian Academy, Northfield
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For more information about business development opportunities and resources
in the area please contact:









Northfield Area Tourism and Business Association: www.visitnorthfieldarea.com
Franklin County Chamber of Commerce: www.franklincc.org
Franklin County Community Development Corporation: www.fccdc.org
Franklin Regional Council of Governments: www.frcog.org
Massachusetts Office of Business Development: www.mass.gov/business
Bernardston Town Hall: www.townofbernardston.org
Gill Town Hall: www.gillmass.org
Northfield Town Hall: www.northfield.ma.us

This publication was created for the Northfield Area Tourism and Business Association (NATABA) by the
Franklin Regional Council of Governments. All photos have been provided by the NATABA or FRCOG.
This document was prepared by FRCOG using Federal funds under award #01-83-14340 from the
Economic Development Administration (EDA), U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC). The statements,
findings, conclusions, and recommendations are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the EDA or U.S. DOC. June 2014.

